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Thus this importunate creditor was somewhat satis-
fied; I say somewhat, because, when there was no
bread, [22] everything else was of little account; and
they had already made up their minds that, if the ship
did not come during the month of May, they would re-
sort to the coast, in search of ships to take them back
to the sweet land of wheat and vines. It was Monsieur
de Potrincourt’s followers who talked this way; as
for him, he was full of courage and knew well how
he could manage to hold out until saint John’s day
[midsummer ]. Thank God, there was no need of
this, for, as has been said, we arrived the 22nd of May.
Those who know what hunger, despair, fear and
suffering are, what it is to be a leader and see all
one’s enterprises and hard work come to nought, can
imagine what must have been the joy of Monsieur de
Potrincourt and his colony upon seeing us arrive.

We all wept at this meeting, which seemed almost
like a dream; then when we had recovered ourselves
a little and had begun to talk, this question (mine, in
fact) was proposed, to wit: Which was the happier of
the two, Monsieur de Potrincourt and his people, or
Monsieur de Biancourt and his ? Truly, our hearts
swelled within us, and God, in his mercy, showed that
he took pleasure in our joy; for, after mass and din-
ner, there was nothing but going and coming from
the ship to the settlement, and from the settlement to
the [23] ship, each one wanting to embrace and be
embraced by his friends, just as, after the winter, we
rejoice in the beautiful spring, and after a siege, in
our freedom. It happened that two persons from the
settlement took one of the canoes of the savages to
go to the ship. These canoes are so made that, if
you do not sit very straight and steady, they imme-



